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R e d  C e l l  A c e t y l c h o l i n e s t e r a s e  i n  A B O  Haemolytic  Disease of the Newborn 

It h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  s h o w n  ~ t h a t  in  m o s t  cases of A B O  
h a e m o l y t i c  disease of t h e  n e w b o r n  t h e  r ed  cell ace ty l -  
cho l ines t e r a se  (ACHE) a c t i v i t y  is be low no r m a l .  O t h e r  
i n t r a c e l l u l a r y  loca t ed  enzymes ,  s u c h  as  l ac t i c  d e h y d r o -  
genase ,  g lucose -6 -phos pha t e  dehyd r ogenas e ,  ac id  phos -  
p h a t a s e  a n d  inorgan ic  p y r o p h o s p h a t a s e ,  as well  as t h e  
s t r o m a l  e n z y m e s  a lka l ine  p h o s p h a t a s e  a n d  adenos ine  t r i -  
p h o s p h a t a s e ,  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  to  be  e i t he r  n o r m a l  or in-  
c reased  x. 

T h e  p a t h o g e n e s i s  of t h e  e n z y m e  defec t  is obscu re :  t he  
role  of a n t i - A  a n d  a n t i - B  i soan t ibod ie s  in  p r o d u c i n g  t h i s  
a b n o r m a l i t y  is suggest ive ,  b u t  n o t  p roved .  A t t e m p t s  to  
r e p r o d u c e  a c h a n g e  in A C h E  a c t i v i t y  b y  coa t ing  n o r m a l  
e r y t h r o c y t e s  w i t h  A B O  i soan t ibod ie s  in  v i t r o  a n d  in  v ivo  
h a v e  b e e n  unsuccess fu l  1. 

I n  o rde r  to  e luc ida te  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of ' i m m u n e '  a n t i - A  
a n d  a n t i - B  in  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  e n z y m e  defect ,  we h a v e  in-  
v e s t i g a t e d  if t h e  e lu t ion  of t h e  a n t i b o d y  m i g h t  in f luence  
t h e  r ed  cell A C h E  ac t i v i t y .  T h e  red  celt  A C h E  a c t i v i t y  was  
m e a s u r e d  before  a n d  a f t e r  p a r t i a l  e l u t i on  of t h e  a n t i b o d y  
in  14 n e w b o r n s  w i t h  Coombs  pos i t ive  A B O  h a e m o l y t i c  
disease  and ,  for  compar i son ,  in  18 n e w b o r n s  w i t h  R h  
disease  a n d  in 24 n o r m a l  in fan t s .  

T h e  e lu t ion  was  car r ied  o u t  accord ing  to  LANDSTEINER 
a n d  MILLER 2 b y  h e a t i n g  t h e  red  cells a t  56°C for  30 m i n ;  
n o r m a l  red  cells were  s u b j e c t e d  to  t h e  s ame  procedure .  
The  A C h E  a c t i v i t y  was  d e t e r m i n a t e d  b y  m a n o m e t r i c  W a r -  
b u r g  t e c h n i q u e  acco rd ing  to  DE SANDRE e t  al.S; i t  was  
expressed  in t e r m s  of/ ,1 of CO 2 l i b e r a t e d / r a g  d r y  w e i g h t  of 
red  cel ls]h (QCO,). Resu l t s  are  p r e s e n t e d  in t h e  Table .  

T h e  A C h E  a c t i v i t y  of  u n t r e a t e d  red  cells in  A B O  disease 
is s ign i f i can t ly  lower  t h a n  in R h  disease  a n d  in  n o r m a l  
n e w b o r n s  ( P  < 0.05). Af t e r  h e a t i n g ,  in  e v e r y  case  of A B O  
disease  a s ign i f i can t  inc rease  of t h e  e n z y m e  a c t i v i t y  was  
o b s e r v e d  ( P  < 0.05)4; on  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  A C h E  m e a n  
v a l u e  d i m i n i s h e d  in  t h e  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  (_P < 0.05)*, 
p r e s u m a h l y  as a consequence  of t h e  h e a t  l ab i l i ty  of t h e  
e n z y m e  ~. 

T h e  a b o v e  d a t a  sugges t  t h a t  in  A B O  disease  t h e  i soant i -  
b o d y  ac t ion  on  t h e  red  cell m e m b r a n e  p lays  a p a r t  in  
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  A C h E  def ic iency;  t he  increase  of t he  red  
cell e n z y m e  a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  h e a t i n g  m i g h t  be  t he  expres s ion  
of a r e a c t i v a t i o n  of A C h E  c o n s e q u e n t  to  t h e  pa r t i a l  re- 
m o v a l  of t he  a n t i b o d y .  

Riassunto. E '  s t a t a  s t u d i a t a  l ' ace t i l co l ines te ras i  e r i t ro-  
c i t a r i a  (ACHE) in  24 n e o n a t i  no rma l i ,  in  18 casi  di m a l a t -  
t i a  emol i t i ca  del  n e o n a t o  d a  i s o i m m u n i z z a z i o n e  R h  
( M E N  Rh)  ed in 14 cas i  di  g l E N  A B O  con  C o o m b s  d i r e t t o  
pos i t ivo .  L ' A C h E  in  q u e s t ' u l t i m o  g r u p p o  ~ r i s u l t a t a  s igni-  
f i c a t i v a m e n t e  p ig  b a s s a  di  que l l a  o t t e n u t a  negl i  a l t r i  due  
g ruppi .  I1 r i s c a l d a m e n t o  delle emaz ie  a 56°C pe r  30 rain,  
e f f e t t u a t o  al  f ine d i  o t t e n e r e  u n a  pa rz ia l e  e luzione dello 
an t i co rpo ,  h a  d e t e r m i n a t o  u n  s ign i f i ca t ivo  a u m e n t o  de l la  
a t t iv i t5 ,  e n z i m a t i c a  in  ogni  caso di  M E N  A B O  ed u n a  signi-  
I i ca t iva  d i m i n u z i o n e  nel le  a l t r e  due  condiz ioni .  Ta le  re-  
p e r t o  suggerisce che  l ' a n t i c o r p o  i m m u n e  r e sponsab i l e  de l la  
M E N  A B O  pu6  giocare u n  ruo lo  nel  d e t e r m i n a t e  il d i f e t t o  
e n z i m a t i c o  e r i t roc i t a r io  r i s c o n t r a t o  in  t a l e  affezione.  
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No. of Red cell AChE (QCO2) i 
cases Before After 

heating heating 3 

Normal 24 20.53 4- 0.801 16.07 4- 1.41 
AB0 haemolytic disease 14 10.97 4- 0.69 13.74 4- 1.33 
Rh haemolytie disease 18 22.70 4- 0.90 20.00 4- 1.36 

Mean -t- standard error. 
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Cephalothin-Treated N o r m a l  R e d  C e l l s :  A N e w  T y p e  o f  P N H - l i k e  C e l l s  

MOLTHAN e t  al. 1 a n d  GRALNICK e t  al. 2 h a v e  r e c e n t l y  
r e p o r t e d  a pos i t i ve  d i r e c t  Coombs  t e s t  in  a large  n u m b e r  
of p a t i e n t s  r ece iv ing  t h e  a n t i b i o t i c  c e p h a l o t h i n .  Moreover ,  
in  v i t r o  s tud ies  1 h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  u n d e r  su i t ab l e  exper i -  
m e n t a l  cond i t ions ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of c e p h a l o t h i n  to  w a s h e d  
n o r m a l  r ed  cells p roduces  a pos i t ive  Coombs  t e s t  of non -  7 
type .  Accord ing  to  MOLTHAN et  al. 1 t h i s  is a consequence  
of a l t e r a t i o n  of some c e l l - m e m b r a n e  p ro t e ins  b y  t h e  drug.  
T h e  s ame  a t i thors  also n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  exposu re  of w a s h e d  
r ed  cells to  h i g h e r  doses of c e p h a l o t h i n  (f inal  c o n c e n t r a -  
t i o n  50 m g / m l )  caused  severe  lysis. 

S ince  i t  h a s  b e e n  p rev ious ly  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
p ro t eo ly t i c  e n z y m e s  3 a n d  s u l p h y d r y l  c o m p o u n d s  4 w h i c h  
a l t e r  t h e  red  cell m e m b r a n e  can,  u n d e r  su i t ab l e  condi-  

t ions ,  also r e n d e r  t h e  cells suscep t ib le  to  lysis in  acidif ied 
s e r u m  ( P N H - l i k e  cells), we h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  some in v i t ro  
lysis t e s t s  on  c e p h a l o t h i n - t r e a t e d  n o r m a l  r ed  cells. 

T h e  b lood  used  for  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  was  w i t h d r a w n  in to  
ACD f rom h e a l t h y  donors .  F o u r  v o l u m e s  of a 50% sus- 
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